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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY ADVOCATES SAY “LET PEOPLE OUT OF INSTITUTIONS! 
WE WANT TO LIVE IN THE COMMUNITY!” 
 
January 12, 2023, Olympia, Washington – On June 22, 1999, the United States Supreme Court 
ruled in Olmstead v L.C. that unjustified segregation of people with disabilities is discrimination 
and violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
 
Here we are, more than 20 years later, and our state is in violation of the Olmstead Act, as 
people with intellectual & developmental disabilities (IDD) sit in our state institutions. Many 
people with IDD have been waiting to get out of institutions, many waiting for more than two 
years. The money is there for them to move out through the federal Money Follows the Person 
(MFP) grant. Why are they stuck in an institution they have said they want to leave? 

“Self-advocates believe that people with disabilities should live in their communities with the proper 
supports,” said Jessica Renner, Mobilization Manager for Self-Advocates in Leadership (SAIL), a 
coalition of people with IDD working to shape public policy in Washington State. “Money should be 
invested in community settings and not spent on fixing outdated institutions! It is our legal right to 
live in the community, and our state is violating those rights! 

Shawn Latham, Executive Director for Allies in Advocacy, says “We need to invest in affordable 
housing, residential and supportive living services, and a robust provider workforce. We strongly 
believe people with intellectual and developmental disabilities belong in the community and not in 
outdated institutional settings.” 

“Supported Living allows for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to live in the 
community and in their own homes, further providing a level of integration and independence that 
often is not available in a state-operated institution or larger nursing facility,” said Scott Livengood, 
the Legislative Chair of the Community Residential Services Association, a network of Supported 
Living and residential providers.  “Funding needs to be invested in critical community services, rather 
than spending over twice as much on institutional care.”   



“The greatest danger for people with IDD is isolation. Without adequate Home and Community Based 
Services (HCBS) and supports, our state forces people with IDD to live in state institutions, in 
hospitals, in jails, and on the streets,” said Stacy Dym, Executive Director of The Arc of Washington 
State, a statewide non-profit which advocates for people with IDD and their families. “Their families 
need a way to plan for their son or daughter’s future when they can no longer provide care.”  

“The Developmental Disabilities Council is committed to creating communities where everyone can 
participate and contribute,” said Brandi Monts, Executive Director for the DD Council. “84% of people 
with IDD lived in institutional settings in 1977. Today, less than 8% live in institutions. We need to 
enable ALL of our community members to live alongside their friends and families as everyone has 
the potential and capacity to thrive in our communities.” 

On Wednesday, January 25, 2023, at 12:30 pm, members of Self Advocates in 
Leadership (SAIL), Allies in Advocacy, Community Residential Services Association, 
The Arc of Washington State, and the Washington State Developmental Disabilities 
Council, will rally on the steps of the state capitol to say, “No more 
institutionalization of people with IDD! We want to live in the community!” State 
legislators will be speaking at this event. 

If you would like more information or would like to schedule an interview, please contact Diana 
Stadden, (360) 357-5596, extension 7. 
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