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1. Do you have a personal connection or professional experience with someone who has a intellectual/developmental 
disability (IDD), and if so, would you describe its impact on you? If not, what impact do you want to have for people 
with IDD and their families?  

  

My mother worked at Fircrest during the 1970's and occasionally brought home one of the teenage girls she 
worked with to spend a weekend with us. I also grew up with some friends that had a sister that was IDD. The girl 
that my mother brought home did not have the family support that she needed, and relied heavily on state 
programs. My friends sister had strong family support and it left a big hole in their family when she passed away 
due to her medical condition. Many people with IDD cannot support themselves and need a strong support system. 
Many families cannot afford the support that they need on their own. The state needs to be able to support those 
that cannot receive support from their families and need to provide some added support for those that do receive 
family support.  

2. What are your top three priorities and how would you ensure people with developmental disabilities and their 
families are included in them?  

  

My top 3 priorities are: 1. Environmental protection and restoration, 2. Drug abuse and mental health issues, and 3. 
Livable wage and benefits. As the legislature looks at improving how we improve state programs for people with 
IDD, I want to have experts in the field and family members of people with IDD to work together to provide 
recommendations on what the state can do to help improve the quality of life for those with IDD. For the people 
with IDD that can work, we need to make sure that they can receive a salary commensurate to the work they do. 
Many companies use their IDD condition as an excuse to woefully under pay them for their work.  

3. If cuts became necessary due to a recession or economic downturn, how would you protect services that people 
with IDD and their families need?  

  
The available funding is currently lower than what it should be and these programs should be among the programs 
that are given priority and protected from funding cuts. I would strongly support protecting funding for these 
programs.  

4. Is there other information you’d like constituents with developmental disabilities and their family and friends to 
know?  

  
I would be happy to work with the families to help improve the ways that the state manages their programs for 
people with IDD. We need to improve the support systems to provide a better quality of life for the people with IDD 
and their families.  
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