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1. Do you have a personal connection or professional experience with someone who has a
intellectual/developmental disability (IDD), and if so, would you describe its impact on you? If
not, what impact do you want to have for people with IDD and their families?
Yes, I have had several experiences with people that have an intellectual/developmental disability (IDD). I worked
in the grocery retail business from when I was 15 to the age of 31. Over those years I’ve had several colleagues that
have had this type of disability. They were some of the nicest and hardest working people that I had the pleasure of
working with. In my current, second career as a teacher, I have also had some students that fall into this category.
They taught me to be more compassionate and made me a better teacher. They also inspire me about the future,
when I see how they work to learn and push themselves to be the best they can be.
2. What are your top three priorities and how would you ensure people with developmental disabilities and their
families are included in them?
Education and access to top quality education is a top priority for me and my campaign. This includes making sure
the children and families of children with intellectual/developmental disabilities have the same access to education
that their peers do across the state. While certain areas have funding to ensure this happens, we need to make
sure that all kids get the education they deserve.
Housing and infrastructure is another priority. We must make sure that people and families of people with IDDs
have access to affordable housing that is appropriate for their needs. They should not have to have an undue
burden placed upon them like this. We must make sure that they know their rights and get access to funding so
that they don't have to worry about housing as an issue. This will help them focus on their health and other aspects
of their life so that they can live happy, successful, and productive lives in our community.
The last issue is affordable healthcare. These costs are the number one cause of bankruptcies and we must work to
lower, or even eliminate, these costs. I want people to live without fear of losing what they have because of
healthcare costs. That is something that I believe is a human right and all people, especially those living with IDDs
deserve to be treated with dignity and respect which includes reducing the health care burden on them and their
families.
3. If cuts became necessary due to a recession or economic downturn, how would you protect services that people
with IDD and their families need?
We must protect the services and funding that people with IDD and their families need. With so much of our taxes
dependent on a spending economy, this can fluctuate greatly. I believe that we must create a consistent stream of
funding for these services that is not connected to this changing revenue stream. I believe that should work to
make these services a part of our state constitution just like education services which means that they must be
taken care of and budgeted for by the state.
4. Is there other information you’d like constituents with developmental disabilities and their family and friends to
know?

Being a public school teacher gives me a unique perspective that I want to bring to Olympia. My job is to teach the
children in my classroom regardless of their background or needs. They all deserve my best and the best education.
This job has shown me how diverse our communities are and how there are families out there that need more
support. I want to help be that voice for change and work to make the lives of our community, and our state,
better.
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