2020 Advocacy Days

Legislative Reception
Advocacy Day Schedule
Make Your Voice Heard!
Capitol Campus Map

Parking Information
Advocacy Day Evaluation

39th Annual
Legislative Reception
& Other Advocacy
Events
at the State Capitol

January 22, 2019
2:00—7:00 pm
A time where People with Disabilities and the organizations that represent
them meet with Legislators from across the state to discuss issues critical
to People with disAbilities.

Developmental Disabilities
Public Policy Briefing
2:00 – 4:00 pm ~ The United Churches
110 - 11th Avenue SE, Olympia 98501

Dinner on your own

Community of People with Disabilities
Statewide Legislative Reception
5:30 - 7:00 pm
Columbia Room in the Legislative Building (State Capitol)
Tips for the advocacy events:
 Invite your Legislators to attend the reception.


Wear comfortable shoes.



Bring food & water.

Questions about the Advocacy Day? Email Diana@arcwa.org
Questions about the reception? Email Emily.Rogers@ddc.wa.gov
To request travel stipends contact Katie Story by December 31st, 206-542-6644 ext.
149 or katie@parkviewservices.org
For reasonable accommodations & interpreters contact Emily Heike by December 31,
2019, 360-902-9440 or EHeike@ESD.WA.GOV
Directions: http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/parking.aspx

2020 Advocacy Day Schedule
What to expect at Advocacy Day
Advocacy Day begins at 10 a.m. on Wednesdays during the legislative session. We
start with an hour and a half briefing on current issues and end with an afternoon of
advocacy. While we feature a highlighted topic each week, the morning briefing will
also cover late breaking news on budget items and bills of interest relating to
individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.
We meet at The United
Churches (Across the street from the Capitol), 110 11 th Ave SE, Olympia, 98501. If you
need a guide for the day, please let us know by calling 1-888-754-8798, ext. 5, or
e-mail bean@arcwa.org

January 22nd—Legislative Briefing/Reception
Our theme this year is “FINDING needs, NEMOre $$$” as we encourage legislators to
champion bills/budget items that are important to people with developmental
disabilities. A new “NEMOre __” button will be distributed each week. Join us at 2 pm
at The United Churches for a briefing of the current issues of concern. Go have dinner,
then attend the Legislative Reception which will be held in the Columbia Room from
5:30 - 7:00 pm.

January 29th—Equity Needed for Providers Wages
Self-advocates, supported living providers as well as family members and others join
to let legislators know how important living in the community is and ask them to
ensure that providers of these supports are paid a fair living wage. There is currently
a huge inequity as supported living providers do exactly the same care tasks as state
employees in State Operated Living Alternatives (SOLA), yet receive much lower
wages. We meet at United Churches at 10 am to learn why this is such a critical need.

February 5th—Good Paying Jobs for Self Advocates
Having a job means that individuals with DD can be productive citizens, contributing
to our economy by paying taxes, while also providing valuable services. Being gainfully
employed builds self-esteem, but our state still allows people with disabilities to be
paid sub-minimum wages, as little as 2 cents an hour! Join self-advocates, families
and employment service providers from Community Employment Alliance (CEA) as we
work to make wages equitable. CEA will hold a rally in the capital right afterwards.

February 12th—Family Supports
Families provide the majority of care at home for people with DD, saving our state
millions of dollars. Respite care is a critical service, but its often difficult to find a
provider. Teens and adults with DD and challenging behaviors are taken to hospital
emergency rooms and remain there with no medical need because the behavior
supports they need are not readily available. Parent to Parent, local chapters of The
Arc and Parent Coalitions invite you to come to this meeting and bring your children
with you.

February 19th—Caseload Forecasting
The Caseload Forecast Council is tasked with providing legislators with a projection of
how many people will be needing services each biennium from specific entitlement
programs. These include K12 education, Corrections and Aging and Long Term Care,
among others. DD services are NOT included in caseload forecasting which is why we
have a huge waiting list for services. No assessments have been done for those waiting
so we don’t even know what their needs are. It’s time legislators fixed this inequity.
We need forecasting for the people waiting so they can at least have a case manager
to assess their need and help them find some supports.
The Arc of Washington State 888.754.8798 www.arcwa.org

February 26th—Need More $$$
Creating a supplemental budget is the one thing legislators are required to
do during this legislative session. With many new legislators, it is important
that you educate yours about the needs of people with DD. This is not a
time for legislators to create new spending items, it is to fix shortfalls in
last year’s biennial budget. Help by using your voice to let policy-makers
know how critical services for DD are and encourage them to ensure these
services are funded. Learn what services and supports are proposed for
cuts or increases and what you can do to help.

March 4th—Workforce Shortage
Do you trouble finding a care provider, a respite provider, a supported
living provider, a primary care physician, a dentist, etc. In the early 1900s,
people had large families with 8—12 children. By the 1950s, families were
having fewer children, an average of 5 kids. In the 1980s the average was
only 3 children and currently it is 0 – 2 children. As children of the early
baby boomers are retiring, the next generation provides a smaller number
of people to fill the workforce and as the trend continues it will be even
harder to find providers. Learn what we need to do.

How was Your Experience?
We want to know how Advocacy Day was for YOU! At each Advocacy Day event you will be able to share
your experience with us. Our evaluation form is short and easy to fill out, just circle the smiley face that
best describes your experiences. You can fill it out and turn it in at the event.
You can also respond at home afterwards online by going to:

http://arcwa.org/advocacyday
Click on Advocacy Day Feedback Form

Visit The Arc’s online action center - VoterVoice. Sign up for easy-to-use action
alerts at www.votervoice.net/ARCWA/home and find much more to keep you
up-to-date on what is happening in Olympia!









Budget and Policy Alerts
Advocacy Events including weekly Advocacy Days and Topics
Contact information including web site and Twitter
Background data about your elected officials
Senate and House Committee membership
Petitions to gather online signatures about important issues
An online bill tracker for both state and federal concerns
And so much more!

Make Your Voice Heard—Advocate!
Many legislators use technology to reach their constituents, share their views on
issues and quickly work to inform and educate each other.
Be a Fan on Facebook. Sign in at www.facebook.com, search for The Arc—
Washington State
You can follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/TheArcofWA
Our Hot Tips booklet prepares you to be an effective and informed
advocate in Olympia or at home using your phone or computer. The
Advocacy Day Schedule is included with contact for information for
important advocacy resources. View it at www.arcwa.org/advocacy/
Hot_Tips_2020.pdf or call us today for a copy!
Opportunities to advocate from your home computer are just one click
away when you visit The Arc’s online action center - VoterVoice. Sign
up for easy-to-use action alerts at www.votervoice.net/ARCWA/home
On this site you will also find:
 The Olympia Reporter gives you in-depth information about what is
happening inside Olympia.
 Under Events you will find the Advocacy Days schedule and topic list.
See our web site at www.arcwa.org, click the TAKE ACTION tab where you will
find useful information including the links above and:


Annual Legislative Notebook for Advocates containing one-page information
sheets on current issues as well as associated data and charts. The update
version is posted on our web site each December.



Bills/Budget pages provide a brief summary of and links to legislative bill
reports and budget overviews, updated weekly during legislative session.



The Olympia Insider videos highlight a different topic each week with advocates at work each Advocacy Day.



History of The Arc takes you back to the 1930s to the creation of the Children’s
Benevolent League (later renamed The Arc) and the parents who jump into legislative
advocacy.



Advocacy Day information, a list of our elected officials and much more is just a
click away!



NOW IN SPANISH! Get these booklets: Consejos Prácticos, Hechos Sobre Los
Cinco Programas de Exencion en el Hogar y en la Comunidad, Beneficios Fedrales
y Servicios Estatales,
, La Historia de
Actividades, Eventos y Políticas Estatales y Nacionales as well as a
number of brochures: The Arc—Para personas con discapacidades
intelectuales y de desarrollo, Proyecto de Abogacía en Alianza,
Proyecto de Abogacía en Alianza, Centro de Acción Legislativa de The
Arc, Sea un Defensor Eficaz,
Su Idea Puede Ser
una Ley del Estado.

The Arc of Washington State Advocacy Days

The United
Churches

Location for Advocacy Days:
The United Churches
(Acrossththe street from the Capitol)
110 11 Ave SE, Olympia, 98501
Limited reimbursements for travel are available on a one time, first-come firstserved basis. Please make legislative appointments at least two weeks in
advance. If you need help, call 1.888.754.8798, ext. 105.
Directions to Advocacy Day Locations
Coming I-5 “Northbound”: Take Exit 105 (State Capitol/City Center)
Coming I-5 “Southbound”: Take Exit 105-A (State Capitol/City Center), Turn
Right onto Jefferson (at the roundabout, DO NOT Go through tunnel)
United Churches: Turn left onto Eleventh Street (11th), the church is one block
up on your right.
Parking
Parking is available in self-metered visitor parking lots. Accessible parking is
located at various locations around the capitol campus. With a placard you can
park on the street all day. There is no parking at The United Churches. Email
Bean@arcwa.org for more information.

State Capitol Campus Parking Information
Visitor parking on Capitol Campus:
1. Visitor Information Center Parking. The 84-stall lot is available at the Visitor
Information Center at 14th Avenue and Capitol Way. The charge is $2.00 per hour.
Free Dash shuttle service is offered at this lot. For visitor parking information at other
locations on the Capitol Campus grounds, please contact the state government
Campus Parking Office at (360) 725-0030.
2. North and South Diagonal Parking located along the North and South Diagonal
streets on the Capitol Campus. The North Diagonal has 54 stalls. The South Diagonal
has 48 stalls. There is a $2.00 per hour charge.
3. General Administration Building located at 11th Avenue and Columbia Street.
There are 35 visitor parking stalls on the west side (facing Capitol Lake) of the
building. There is a $2.00 per hour charge.
4. Natural Resources P1 Parking Lot off Washington Street is metered parking with
204 stalls and offers free Dash shuttle service.
5. Capitol Campus Visitor Parking at Maple Park Avenue and Jefferson Street offers
51 stalls and includes the free Dash shuttle service. Parking is $2.00 an hour.
6. Maple Park Annex Parking Lot off Maple Park Street has metered parking with 14
stalls. Parking is $2.00 an hour.
7. Capitol Campus Visitor Parking at Farmers Market at the north end of Capitol Way
(green-stripped stalls) is available January through March only. Parking is $2.00 an
hour. Intercity Transit's free Dash shuttle serves this lot every 12 minutes on
weekdays, taking passengers between the Capitol Campus and downtown Olympia.
8. Deschutes Parkway. Intercity Transit serves Deschutes Parkway weekdays every
15 minutes. Other bus routes operate throughout the region and serve the Olympia
Transit Center where passengers can transfer to Routes 12, 13, and 68 for service to
the Capitol Campus. For route and schedule information, call (360) 786-1881 or
visit www.intercitytransit.com. The fare is $1.25 for a single ride and $2.50 for an allday pass. State employees working in Thurston County ride all Intercity Transit
services free with a STAR Pass. Intercity Transit also operates a free Dash Shuttle
along Capital Way between the Capitol campus and downtown Olympia. Service is
every 12 minutes.
Public transportation is also an option even after you've parked your car, and the local bus
service (Intercity Transit) in Olympia offers many low-cost routes to the Capitol Campus and other
state buildings. Intercity Transit also coordinates with connecting transportation systems in
neighboring counties. Following are links to those public transit systems. If you have further
questions about public transportation routes to the Capitol Campus or other state buildings,
please contact the transit system as listed at the web site:


Department of Transportation www.wsdot.wa.gov Includes
options for getting around Washington State and points beyond
 Grays Harbor Transit www.ghtransit.com in Hoquiam, WA
 Intercity Transit https://www.intercitytransit.com in Olympia
 Mason County Transportation Authority www.masontransit.org
in Shelton, WA

Metered parking with free Dash shuttle service
Dash is the free shuttle that runs every 12 minutes. It is operated by
Intercity Transit. Buses operate from lots (listed below) through the
Capitol Campus and downtown Olympia weekdays, 6:45 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
Parking at these lots costs 50 cents per hour on weekdays 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., but is free on evenings and weekends.
Locations with Dash shuttle service:


Visitor Parking at Maple Park.
From I-5, take a left on Jefferson
Street and then a right onto
Maple Park Avenue. The lot is
immediately to your right.



Farmers Market at the north end
of Capitol Way. Look for
designated stalls with green
striping. This lot is available
January through March only.
There is no Saturday service
from this lot until April 2010.



Visitor Information Center at 14th
Ave and Capitol Way.



Natural Resources Building P1
parking lot off of Washington
Street. No studded tires or chains
are permitted at this parking lot.

Advocacy Day

Date: ______________

Please return before leaving today,
fill out online at home (see below) or mail to:

The Arc of Washington State ~ 2638 State Avenue NE ~ Olympia, WA 98506

# 1: Is this your first Advocacy Day? _________________
Circle the answer that best applies:

# 2: What did you
think of the
information
presented at the
briefing?
#3: What did you
do today?

#4: How effective did
you feel you were in
advocating today?

I learned
a lot

I learned
just enough

Very

Delivered
issue sheets

Met my
legislator

Wrote a
message

Above
Average

I was
confused

Okay

Not
Very

I was
bored

Attended a
hearing

Not
at all

#5: I am satisfied with

my participation in
Advocacy Day?

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Additional Comments are welcome:

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
NEW! Fill out this feedback for m online:
www.arcwa.org/advocacyday, scroll down to Advocacy Day Feedback Form.
Advocacy Day is a project of The Arc of WA State and the Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council.

