
Understanding how 

advocates can impact 

the legislative 

budgeting process



Take a look at what advocates have 

accomplished!

https://arcwa.org/content/upl

oads/sites/35/2021/01/History-

of-State-National-Activities-

2020.pdf

https://arcwa.org/content/uploads/sites/35/2021/01/History-of-State-National-Activities-2020.pdf


Those of us who have services in 

our community owe a great deal 

of gratitude to disability 

advocates who came before us. 

If it weren’t for their hard work 

and commitment, we wouldn’t 

have the services we do today.



But we have work to do in 

order to get the services we 

desperately need in our 

community. Let’s do this 

together!





A budget quick tutorial:

“Budgets” are just regular bills, listing all the things that legislators choose to fund.

Every session, the following budgets are considered by the legislature:

Governor’s Operating Budget (money for people and services)
Governor’s Capital Budget (money for buildings)
Governor’s Transportation Budget (money for roads, bridges, etc)
House Operating Budget
House Capital Budget
House Transportation Budget
Senate Operating Budget
Senate Capital Budget
Senate Transportation Budget



A quick tutorial:

The Governor sends his budget 

requests to the legislature in 

December, before session.



A quick tutorial:

The legislature then holds 
hearings on the Governor’s 
requests. Advocates can testify 
on the Governor’s budget 
requests.



A quick tutorial:

The legislature then holds 
hearings on all three of the 
Senate’s budget drafts. 
Advocates can testify on the 
Senate’s budget drafts.



A quick tutorial:

The legislature then holds 
hearings on all three of the 
House’s budget drafts. 
Advocates can testify on the 
House’s budget drafts.



A quick tutorial:

The legislature, after hearing testimony 
from advocates on all the budget 
proposals, create final budgets. Advocates 
do not know what is in the final budget 
until they are released, usually the last 
day of session.



It is critical that your 

legislators hear from you, 

during session AND during 

interim!



How do we make a difference in the 

budget?

It’s never been easier 

to make your voice 

heard! Let’s walk 

through it together.



If you haven’t done so yet, let’s walk 

through how to sign up for a budget bill 

(or a policy bill)

1.Go to www.leg.wa.gov

2.You’ll need to know the bill number of the bill you 

want to testify on, and when it will be heard. To 

find this, follow The Arc of Washington State Action 

Alerts or search for bills in committees.

http://www.leg.wa.gov/










3. Now that we know 

a) the bill number

b) the date and time it will be heard

c) the chamber (Senate or House)

d) and committee 

we can sign up for the hearing and 

track the bill!















4. Check your email for the Zoom link, 

show up, and testify!

A.Have a 60 second testimony prepared. 

B.Quickly state your name, and explain why 

you are for or against the bill. 

C.Follow up your testimony with a quick 

personal note to your legislators.



“Change is made by those who show up,”  

BUT…

Showing up is necessary, but it isn’t sufficient. 

Change is made by those who show up AND…

• Are organized

• Are relentless

• Are articulate

• Who build relationships

• Who are savvy



Questions?

Email Adrienne Stuart at Adrienne.stuart@ddc.wa.gov

Or call 360-878-4014

mailto:Adrienne.stuart@ddc.wa.gov

