Stay Informed!

Achieve with us.

Check our website out at
www.arcwa.org/advocacy.
Olympia Insider videos
highlight advocates at
work each Advocacy Day.

Signing Star simplifies
How a Bill Becomes a Law

Sign up for our easy-to-use
Action Alerts, sign up at
www.votervoice.net/ARCWA/
home.

Your Idea

The Arc’s Olympia Reporter
keeps you informed on the
scoop inside Olympia.

can be a

You can follow us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/TheArcofWA

State Law

Be a Fan on Facebook. Sign in
at www.facebook.com, search
for The Arc—Washington State
See photos of our events at
wwww.instagram.com/
advocate4dd/

2638 State Avenue NE
Olympia, WA 98506
Toll Free: (888) 754-8798
Email: info@arcwa.org
Web: www.arcwa.org

Our Hot Tips booklet
prepares you to be an
effective and informed
advocate in Olympia or at
home using your phone or
computer. Call us today!
Use your smart phone to scan the QR Code
November 2019

For and with People with Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities

2020 Advocacy Day Schedule
How a bill that helps people with developmental disabilities becomes a law.

Meet Signing Star, he will help you learn how to take an idea you
have for change and get it signed into law.
The first step is to find something you believe needs to be a law to protect
people with developmental disabilities, to provide a state-funded service or
program for them or to update current laws that may be out-of-date.
Next you need to talk to your legislators. We can help you ask them to sponsor
your idea. They have staff who will write a “bill” based on your idea, put it in
the “hopper”, where it gets a bill number, and it then begins its way through
the legislative process.
Now its time to get everyone you know involved. The bill goes to the sponsor’s
“chamber” and goes through a series of committees. Ask people to testify at
committee hearings, call, email or write to their legislators, share their story
of why the bill is needed, and ask legislators to pass the bill.
The bill is assigned to a committee focused on the bill’s issue. If it needs money to work, it also goes to a fiscal committee. If it makes it through those committees it goes to Rules, where it waits for a legislator to “pull” it to the floor
for a vote by all legislators in that chamber. If it passes the floor, it starts the
process all over again in the other chamber.
If it passes both chambers it goes on to the Governor where it can be signed
into law, be vetoed completely or be signed into law except specific parts
which are vetoed.
Now you have made a difference. Be sure to attend the bill signing and have
your picture taken with the Governor, legislators who sponsored your bill and
other advocates who helped it become a law.
Don’t be discouraged if your bill “died”. This often happens the first time
through the process. You brought an issue to the attention of legislators that
they likely were not aware of and need to learn more about. Help them learn.

Change is made by those who show up!

Caseload Forecast DD Services!
1/22

I/DD Briefing
Statewide Legislative Reception

1/29

Community Residential

2/5

Self Advocates/
Employment

2/12

Families in Crisis

2/19

Caseload Forecast DD Services

2/26

Budget Overview

3/4

Workforce Shortage

Meetings are typically held
within walking distance of the
Capitol. If this is your first
Advocacy Day and you need a
guide and/or help planning
your day, please let us know
in advance so we can help
you make the most of your
time in Olympia.

