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1. Do you have a personal connection or professional experience with someone who has an intellectual/developmental disability (IDD)?
If yes,  would you describe its impact on you and your candidacy?
If not, what have you learned about people with intellectual or developmental disabilities and how has it impacted your candidacy?
Most of my experience with people who have intellectual/developmental disabilities comes from my work in the Legislature. I have gotten to know constituents and self-advocates like Eric Matthes, who show up in Olympia time after time to advocate for policies to improve their lives and the lives of people like them. To me, this is an incredibly important reminder of the importance in our legislative work of listening to people about their lived experiences and use them to help craft better policies and better budgets.
2. What policies and systems are you aware of that impact the lives of people with IDD and their families?  If elected, what responsibility would you have to change those policies or systems?
Care for people with IDD provided by the state Developmental Disabilities Administration often falls short of what they and their families need. Respite care, supported employment, residential services, case management, and other services often is just not sufficient for individuals with IDD and their families to be successful. Our constant challenge in the Legislature is to work to better resource these systems so that they do more to support inclusive and supportive outcomes for people with IDD.
3. If elected, what are your top three priorities, and how would people with IDD and their families benefit from each priority?
My top priorities are revenue reform, sustainable budgeting, and the fight against climate change. I led the charge in the House for the Millionaires' Tax that we passed this year, which will go a long way towards stabilizing the operating budget, including services for people with IDD. As part of that work, we also have to slow the growth of some state services that are growing faster than state revenue, even with the Millionaires' Tax, is growing, and that are less essential for people's lives and well-being. And I believe that the fight against climate change benefits all people, particularly those who have the most barriers to adapting to a changing climate.
4. When you have questions about how to best support people with IDD and their families, what or who are your trusted resources?
The Arc is certainly a trusted resource, as well as legislative leaders such as Rep. Jamila Taylor and Rep. Darya Farivar. I have also learned a great deal from attending the King County Developmental Disabilities Legislative Forum when I have been able to attend and look forward to attending again in the future.
5. The national trend -- and legal mandate --- supports transitioning individuals with IDD out of institutional settings and into community-based care, which is not only the best practice but also the most cost-effective approach. Studies consistently show that community-based services cost significantly less per person than institutional care while providing greater independence and quality of life.  In Washington the cost of care in a Residential Habilitation Center (RHC) is more than double the cost of equivalent services in community settings.
Although Washington has made progress, continued efforts are needed to align with best practices, civil rights, federal priorities, and fiscal responsibility.  Transitioning more individuals into community-based care will allow the state to reinvest savings into services for much needed community-based services.

How do you believe Washington state should approach investment in home and community based services for people with IDD in the next five years?
I strongly support phasing out Washington's RHC. We worked very hard to close Rainier School, which is both an overly expensive and insufficiently therapeutic environment for its residents, but we were unable to secure the votes needed. Instead, we closed Rainier to new admissions. I continue to believe that people with IDD are better served by care in smaller, community-based settings than in RHCs and will work hard in the coming biennium to close them.
6. Is there any other information you'd like constituents with intellectual or developmental disabilities and their family and friends to know?
I am very appreciative of all the work of self-advocates and their families to educate me and other legislators about the unique challenges they face and eagerly look forward to continuing to learn more.
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