
1 
 

  

 

The History of Washington State  

Events and Policies 

Impacting People with Intellectual & 

Developmental Disabilities

 
collected by The Arc of Washington State, June 2025 

 



2 
 

 

1886- An Act to establish a school for the “deaf, mute, blind, and feebleminded” youth of Washington Territory.  “That a territorial 

school be established to be known as The Washington School for Defective Youth” located in Vancouver, Washington.   

 

1915-A Territorial School is established at Medical Lake and serves 1530 people (now called Lakeland Village). 

 

1935—1939 
1936- The Children’s Benevolent League of Washington (The Arc of Washington State and The Arc of King County) was established.  A group of 

parents organized to “arouse public interest in all mentally and physically handicapped individuals in the State of Washington and the raising 

of the standards of care which they receive.”  

1936- Western State Custodial School was established (now called Rainier School). 

 

 

1950—1959 
More families keep their children at home and establish “special education programs.” Families requesting more support than the government 

provided (1,000 people on the waiting list). State funding approved to provide grants to agencies for sheltered workshops and supervised work 

opportunities. Establishment of Adult Developmental Centers for people with more significant disabilities. 

 

1958- Yakima Valley School established 

1959- Fircrest School in Shoreline was established 

 

1960—1969 
Legislative Budget Committee report explored the future of facilities which served people with mental retardation—focus on prevention and 

expanded “services” including half-way houses (group homes) and sheltered workshops.  Washington adopts a mixed system of state and county 

services, and county developmental disabilities advisory boards were established. Marks the highest number of people who lived at state schools 

(4,200) – newspapers printed “horror” stories of conditions of facilities and lack of staffing. 

 

1961- Epton Center Act established “Group Training Homes” as an alternative to institutional care.  

 



3 
 

1970—1979 
1970- Governor Dan Evans consolidated the Department of Institutions, Health, Public Assistance, and Vocational Rehabilitation into the 

Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), and services for people with developmental disabilities were placed there. Establishment of 

Case Services Section within the Office of Developmental Disabilities to provide and/or coordinate a comprehensive community-based care 

service program that was readily accessible and responsive to the needs of people with developmental disabilities. The Home Aid program was 

established to provide families with therapy services and respite care both in and out of the home. 

1971- House Bill 90, “Education for All”, was passed, mandating special education services in Washington State. 

1971- The Legislature authorized the Bureau of Developmental Disabilities to formulate a plan to reduce the population in current institutions 

by moving people into community facilities that meet new Title XIX requirements. 

1972- Francis Haddon Morgan Center established to treat children with Autism. 

1977- People First (a self-advocacy organization) created several chapters in Washington. 

 

1980—1989 

1987- Funding was provided to establish “tenant support” residential placements in the community. 

1982- Depicted as “the worst [year] in recent memory for a disabled person.”  Budgetary cutbacks meant less money for support services in 

education; staff decreases at state institutions, and fewer monthly days of service at developmental centers. 

 

1982- Washington applied for and received a community alternatives waiver that provided Title XIX funding for community services. 

1985- Washington special education law amended to include preschoolers. 

1985- Child Abuse Amendments, which contained Baby Doe protections, were adopted.  

1987- Title XIX surveyors decertified five of six state institutions and several large community nursing homes.  The Legislature agreed to 

appropriate money to move people out of large facilities. 

1989- The Legislature decided some parts of state institutions should be certified as nursing homes. 

 

1990—1999 
1990- The Legislature appropriated funding for students who were leaving public schools and transitioning into jobs or day programs. The 

Legislative Budget Committee funded three different studies to review services and costs provided by the Division of Developmental Disabilities 
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(DDD). 

1993- The management of adult family home funding for people with developmental disabilities was transferred from Aging and Adult Services 
to DDD.  
1993- State Operated Living Alternatives (where state employees provide community residential services) was established. 

1993- Interlake School at Medical Lake was closed. 

1994- The Birth to Three project was placed under DDD management. 

1995- State Developmental Disability statutes were revised to include the community services that had developed over recent years. 

1995- SB 5800 was passed, which allows any savings in the Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) system to stay in the system to be used 

for the unserved. 

1997- Management of foster homes for children with developmental disabilities, who were not under child protective services, was transferred 

from the Children’s Administration to DDD. 

 

1998- SB 6751 was passed, which calls for a choice-driven service system and a long-range plan to serve all people with developmental 

disabilities over the next six years. 

1999- SB 5693 established the Developmental Disabilities Endowment Trust Fund. 

1999- The Arc of Washington State filed a suit against the state of Washington, claiming discrimination against people with developmental 

disabilities in receiving Medicaid services. 

1999- The Allen lawsuit, filed by WA Protection and Advocacy System, was filed-alleging inadequate care and treatment for individuals with 

developmental disabilities at Western State Hospital. 

              

2000-2009 
2000- 4 cottages closed in the state institutions. 

2000- Expanded nurse delegations to group homes. 

2000- Added additional training requirements for adult family homes, boarding homes and group homes that serve people with developmental 

disabilities. 

2000-The Attorney General of Washington signed onto an amicus brief supporting the ADA against attack in the Garret case heard before the 

Supreme Court. 

2000- Amended the state Constitution to allow trust fund monies in the Washington State DD Endowment Trust Fund to be invested in a 
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portfolio. 

2001-Ticket to Work was established to maintain medical coverage for people who go to work. 

2001- Arc vs. Quasim lawsuit settled. 

2002- Passage of school district anti-bullying legislation. This law requires school districts to develop policies that prohibit harassment, 

intimidation, and bullying on school grounds and at school activities.  

2002- The Legislature appropriated $14 million as the first phase of the Arc vs. Quasim wait list suit. 

2002- Legislature eliminated state SSI supplement and converted $21 million of DDD state Family Support and Transition service dollars into a 

“cash subsidy” (SSP). 

2003-State faced a 2.6 billion dollar shortfall; unemployment second highest in the USA. Adult Medicaid dental cut by 25%, eliminating essential 

dental coverage; children’s health care premiums used to balance the budget; no new funding for graduating high school transition students to 

receive employment services. 

2003-Budget provided funding to “downsize” Fircrest. 

2003-The waiting list for Family Support grew to 8,000. 

2003- Judge dismissed The Arc of Washington State, et al v. Quasim lawsuit; Arc appealing. 

2005- Created the community developmental disabilities trust account (aka the Dan Thompson Memorial Trust Account) with proceeds from 

unused property at Rainer School and Lakeland Village. 

2005- Revises marking requirements for parking places for persons with disabilities to remove “disabled” language. This is legislation initiated 

by Self Advocates in Leadership (SAIL). 

2005- Expands the voting rights of persons under guardianship. 

2005- Creates an Autism Task Force. 

2005- Fircrest was “downsized” to 190 residents. 

2005- Ninth Circuit rules on Arc vs. Quasim lawsuit that the state has the right to limit the number of people on the Home and Community-based 

waivers. 

2006- Mandates school district participation in birth-to-three early intervention services for children with disabilities by the year 2009.  

2006- Places DD Community Protection Program policy into state statute. 

2006- Gives independent providers the right to collectively bargain over personal care hours. 
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2006- Allows public bodies that have purchased or improved properties under Referendums 29 and 37 to transfer those properties to non-profits 

serving people with disabilities. 

2006- The Working Age Adult Policy (WAAP) is implemented 

2007- The Individual & Family Services, also known as the Lance Morehouse Jr. bill, Puts in state law the IFS Program. Program is without 

regard to parental income and allows the provision of respite to Medicaid Personal Care Parent Providers.   

2007- Graduation Ceremonies, also known as Kevin’s Law” allows students receiving Special Education services to participate in 

graduation ceremonies with their peers. 

2007- Training for In-Home Care Providers: creates a committee to develop the curriculum and hours necessary to be an individual provider. 

2007- Creates a pilot program using public guardians. 

2008- Adds excess property identified at Francis Haddon Morgan Center, Yakima, Lakeland, and Rainer Residential Habilitation Centers to the 

Dan Thompson Trust account. Proceeds in the account provide Family Support and Employment services to unserved individuals. 

2008- Establishes October as Disability History Month in K-12 and higher education. 

2008-Awareness of autism through Childfind 

2008- Establishes an access coordinator for the administrative office of the courts. 

2008-$1.9 million to create an Intensive Behavior Support program to provide in-home services that assist families with children with behavior 

issues to avoid out-of-home placement. 

2008- $15 million appropriated to implement “shared living” lawsuit settlement. 

2008- The citizens of the state passed Initiative 1029.  Which requires Individual Home Care providers to receive 75 hours of training, and 

Parent Providers receive 12 hours  

2009- Children’s Intensive In-Home Behavior Supports (CIIBS) waiver was established to help families learn how to support their child at 

home 

2009- Allows siblings and grandparents who are primary caregivers to receive respite  

2009- Prohibits in-home care providers who are family members from becoming agency providers 

2009- Replaces the term “mental retardation” to “intellectual disabilities” in our state statutes 

2009-The legislators directed the Office of Financial Management (OFM) to do a study of the feasibility of closing state institution beds  

2009- Provides for equitable access to mental health services for children. 
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2010—2019 
2011- Adult Day Health services were no longer provided through the DDA Waivers.  

2011- Francis Haddon Morgan Center was closed on December 31, 2011  

2011- Senate Bill 5459 provided that by 2012, children under 21 would no longer be placed in the RHCs except for 16-21 year olds, who may 

be admitted for crisis stabilization or respite. Yakima Valley will no longer have new admissions but can continue to operate respite beds and 

establish eight state-staffed crisis stabilization beds and eight state-staffed respite beds. Once the facility reaches 16 residents, Yakima Valley 

will close. Task force created to look at the consolidation of RHCs and community capacity. 

 
2011- The legislature funded a Family Mentor Project to support family members who are moving their relative out of an RHC.  

2012- SSB 6384 “Employment First” policy is established, whereby individuals with developmental disabilities are given the opportunity to 

become employed 

2013- HB 1688 requires schools to notify parents if their child is restrained or placed in seclusion at school 

2014- HB 2746 refinances Medicaid Personal Care to the new Community First Choice Option to get an additional 6% federal match and use 

some of the additional funds to add 1,000 openings to the Basic Plus waiver. 

 
2014- SB 6387 creates a new Medicaid Individual & Family Services waiver program, converting it from a state-only program to receiving a 

federal match.  

 
2014- Lakeland Village, a Residential Habilitation Center, was found out of compliance and fined by CMS for improperly reclassifying 
Intermediate Care Facility patients as nursing home patients.  
 
2015-HB 1240 Restraints in schools - Prohibits the planned use of aversive interventions, no restraints and isolation unless serious harm is likely 

 

2015-HB 1531 Respite providers - Removes expiration date on 300 hours a year for respite providers (DSHS request)  

 

2015-SB 5317 Autism screening – Requiring payment for autism and developmental delays for children in Medicaid programs  

2015-SB 5488 ABA licensure - Establishing licensure for the practice of applied behavior analysis (ABA)  

2015-SB 5679 Transition services - Clarifies transition services to be included in transition plans at age 16, but as young as 14  
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2016-HB 2323- Creates the Achieving a Better Life Experience savings program for people with disabilities in Washington 

2016-HB 2394/SB 6329 establishes the Parent-to-Parent program in statute  

2016-HB 2403 creates evidence-based information about Down Syndrome to give parents/pre-parents who receive a positive diagnosis  

2017-HB 1322—Reduces training hours for respite providers caring for a person with DD and working less than 300 hours a year 

2017-HB 1402—A Guardian cannot restrict contact of an individual with others without good cause and court approval 

2017-SB 5691—Court may modify or terminate guardianship if a less restrictive option is better 

2017-SB 5646—Close Yakima Valley when 8 residents left, offer crisis stabilization/respite as needed in catchment area or emergencies; 

develop community respite. 

 

2018- Rainier PAT A residents to move to other PATs or RHCs, transitions 47 people from the RHCs to SOLAS, and moves 40 residents from the 

RHCs to SOLAs over 2 years. 63 Rainier residents who no longer benefit from active treatment move to other RHCs, nursing, or SOLA. 

 

2018- SSB 5672—Adult Family Home (AFH) DD Specialty – Creates a specialty contract for AFH that only serves people with a developmental or 

intellectual disability 

 

2018- HB 1706—Sub-minimum wage - Removes the permit allowing less than minimum wage pay from state agencies that 

employ people with disabilities 

2018- SHB 1130—Language Access - Create a workgroup to explore technical assistance program for language access.  

2018- SB 5089—Early learning - Increase early learning access for children ages 30 + months with developmental delays or disabilities  

2018- HB 1199—Healthcare for disabilities - No eligibility restrictions for the buy-in program based upon a person's income, assets or 
maximum age  
 
2018- SSB 5405—Organ Transplants - Covered providers for I/DD cannot deny organ transplants just because of disability  

2018- SHB 1329—Supported Decision-making—Expand Office of Public Guardianship (OPG) to allow use of supported decision-making  

2020-2025 

2020-The Rucklehaus report was submitted to legislators entitled “Rethinking Intellectual and Developmental Disability Policy to Empower 
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Clients, Develop Providers, and Improve Services”. This was a historic agreement between both the community and RHC advocates that was 

50 years in the making. An expanded task force will continue work to implement the recommendations and come up with a plan to finance 

them.  

2020-SB 6419, ESSB 6419 implements the recommendations of the workgroup from the Rethinking I/DD Policy report, which passed the 

legislature to begin the process of moving all long-term residents out of the Residential Habilitation Centers (RHC).  

2020- ESSB 6040 adds Individual & Family Services waiver and Basic Plus waiver to caseload forecasting, and 

assesses the No Paid Services caseload 

 

2020- HB 2682 - Offers voluntary out-of-home services for a child needing them because of the child's developmental disability 

2020- SSB 6190 Updates and preserves the developmental disabilities community trust   

2020- HB 2390 Revises language in a variety of statutes to use respectful language regarding people with DD  

2020- 2SHB 2737 adds an organization representing those with DD to the children's mental health work group  

2020- SHB 2599 Repeals RCWs regarding services for children with multiple handicaps 

2021-SB 5268 Transforming services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities by increasing the capabilities of 

community residential settings and redesigning the long-term nature of intermediate care facilities. 

 

2021-SB 5284 Eliminates sub-minimum wage certificates for persons with disabilities 

2022- SB 5790 Strengthen critical community support services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

2022- Eliminates the use of IQ scores in DD eligibility 

2023- HB 1265 Nonprofit Adult Family Homes serving people with DD are exempt from property taxes 

2023- HB 1407 Eligible for DDA services before a child's 3rd birthday remains in place until they are 18 

2023- HB 1580 Creates a Care Coordinator & Rapid Care Team for children & youth in crisis 

2023-$25 million in the capital budget for DD housing 

2024- SB 5883 Concerning the burden of proof for special education due process hearings. 
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2024- E3SHB 1541 Establishing the Nothing About Us Without Us Act. 

2024- SB 6235 Preservation of I/DD records at Lakeland Village 

2024- $25 million in the Capital budget for DD Housing 

2025- SSB 5253 Extending special education services to students with disabilities until the end of the school year in 

which the student turns 22. 

2025- HB 1130 Concerning utilization of developmental disabilities waivers. Prioritizes who receives a waiver 

2025- $50 million in the Capital budget for DD Housing 

2025- E2SSB 5263- investment in Special education, eliminates the CAP, increases the multiplier 

2025- SB 5393- No new admissions to Rainier School 

2025- SB 5680- Established the right to repair mobility equipment 

2025-SSB 5501- Concerning employer requirements for driving. Driver's licenses are not required if driving is not a part of the job description. 

2025- DSHS reorganizes and creates two new Administrations: Home & Community Living Administration (HCLA) 
and Behavioral Health Habilitation Administration (BHHA). DDA community services are under HCLA.  RHCs and SOLAs are under BHHA. DDA 
services are now called Developmental Disabilities Community Services (DDCS).  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=1130&year=2025

